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writings of Cyprian and Tertullian. These, for distinction's sake are sometimes called ecclesiastical virgins. They differed from the monastic virgins chiefly in this, that they lived privately in their father's houses, whereas the others lived in communities; hut their profession of virginity was not so strict as to make it criminal for them to marry afterwards, if they thought fit.
NOMINATION. This is the offering of a clerk to him who has the right of presentation, that he may present him to the ordinary.
The nominator must appoint his clerk within six months after the avoidance; for if he does not, and the patron presents his clerk before the Bishop hath taken any benefit of the lapse, he is bound to admit that clerk.
But where one has the nomination, and another the presentation, if the right of * presentation should afterwards come to the Queen, it has been held, that he that has the nomination will be entitled to both, because the Queen, who is to present, is only an instrument to him who nominates, and it is not becoming the dignity of a Queen to be subservient to another; but the nominator should name one to the Lord Chancellor, who in the name of the Queen should present to the Ordinary.
And as the presentation, so the right of nomination may be forfeited to the Queen; it is true, if the patron, upon a corrupt agreement unknown to the nominator, presents his clerk, this shall not be prejudicial to the nominator within the statute of simony; but if the nominator corruptly agrees to nominate, his right of nomination shall be forfeited to the Queen.
NUNC DIMITTIS. The first words in Latin of the Song of Simeon, " LORD now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace/' appointed as one of the hymns to be used after the second lesson at even-song. It was used in this place in the most ancient times. It is found in the apostolical constitutions. And even at the present day this hymn is repeated at evening prayer in the Patriarchate of Constantinople.
OATHS. As we confess that vain and rash swearing is forbidden Christian men by our LORD JESUS CHRIST, and James His Apostle, so we judge, that Christian Religion doth not prohibit, but that a man may swear